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Mission Statement

The Central lowa Water Garden Association is a
voluntary organization whose members are
committed to expanding their inddaal and
collective knowledge oivater gardening and related
topics. The Associationtnly goalis to provide the
foundation necessary to achieve the common
interest.

This organization has two chapters in addition to the
parent organization: the Top ofwa Chapter and

the Capital City Chapter. Members may attend and
participate in any or all chapter activities.

CIWGA Meeting and Plant Exchange

Monday evening May 2at 7:00 pmWE WILL
NOT BE MEETING AT REIMAN GARDENS!
The meeting will be &ld at the state forest nursery.

CCC Meeting and Plant Exchange

PLEASE NOTE - MEETING LOCATION AND

TIME CHANGE : Our next meeting will be at
Randy and Jean Boswortho
Wednesday, May 28, 2008 at 6:30 p.nilThe
Bosworthodés are | ocated a
Johnston, IA. We will have a fish and/or plant
exchange so bring something, interesting orsaot
interesting, that you wish to exchange.

Top of lowa Meeting and Plant Exchange

The Top of lowa Water Garden Association will
meet on Monday May 19th at 7:00 p.m. at
Blackmore Nurserin Mason Ciy. Blackmore's is
located on Highway 122 across from Mercy
Hospital. The program will be on Container

Gardening and will be presented by Mary Hardin.
This will be a very interesting program as Mary
knows all about container gardening. Please
remember to bringour lawn chairs as there is no
seating availableRPlantexchange as well.

WE WILL SEE YOU THERE!

Jim Jordanodés Ri bbi ti

This is the latest spring that | can recently recall. |
have yet to ready my water garden for spring. The
fish seem to have survived. | have an dake
submerged in an over wintered plant pot. | put a
mark on it at the water line. | am trying to determine
if | have a leak by observing to see how rapidly the
waterline recedes on the stake. The problem seems
to be that i&s been raining an inch or mageery

time | think about monitoring it. Well anyway the
grass is really getting green.

This monthés program i s
Everyone gets a raffle ticket. The first ticket drawn

gets ghg fisé ch@jcg and so on. This process can be
repeated ntil all the specimens are depleted. Plants

tdentfigdpyplabel arg Hirengly epcouraged, but not
required.
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Ribbiting ReporiCont.

The meeting is on Monday evening May"Zhe
raffle will start at 7:00 pm or shortly after. | will be
there by 6:30 pm to start getting things laid out and
organized. It would be good for participants to
arrive well before 7:00 pm.Directionsto the State
Foredry turn east at the stop light on Highway 69
(South Duff) just north of Lowes. When turning
east one sees a fire station directlyront. Turn

right at the fire station entrance (south) and follow
the road tdhe nursery a few hundred feet to the

east . | 61 | have directio

Remember members of any CIWGA chapter are
welcome and encouraged to atteiglibmitted by
Jim Jordan, President of CIWGA

CAPITAL CITY CHAPTER & CIWGA NOTES

The Capital City Chapter of CIWGA had a joint
meeting with the CIWGA Ames group at Goodes
Greenhouse on April 14, 2008. There was a tour of
the vast greenhouse and then Philip Gates, with
Outdoor Lighting Perspective, talked about lighting
for yards anghonds.

Jim and Rick Goode met
Greenhouse and toured us throughout their vast
property. They discussed how they get the tens of
thousands of plants ready for sale. They have
automated systems that include a weather system to
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monitorweather conditions and adjust the
greenhouses to ideal temperatures and moisture
levels as well as a rapid transplant machine that will
transplant the small plants into larger trays.
Technology has certainly made a difference in how
thingsaredoneatgre nhouses today.
greenhouse carries a large variety of plants, garden
supplies, water fountains and decorative items.

Philip Gates then presented to us from Outdoor
Lighting Perspective. Mr. Gates discussed a
variety of lighting that can be ed for yards and
poads. He indicates that hiscempgany will irstalr i v
new systems or work on current systems. His
company likes to use brass fixtures with their
lighting as the brass ages well and tends to blend
into most landscaping. Again, technology came
into play with a digital remote device that will plug
into any outlet in your home. This device will read
the coordinates of your home which then allows the
computer chip to adjust the lighting, based on the
seasons and when the sun sets each dayGates
also stated that his company will provide live
nighttime demonstrations in order for you to see
what you may get if you were to purchase their
product. He indicated that most people will not
notice an increase in their electric bills with his
lighting systems as the lights are really just pennies
a day to run.Mr. Gates can be reached at
5159630831 or through theiwvebsite
Http://www.outdoorlights.com.

BUSINESS MEETING: We had a business
meeting following our speakers that included both
CIWGA - Ames and the Capital City Chapter
(CCC). A raffle was held and a Koi booklet and a
Koi poster were raffled. One went to an Ames
member and one went to a CCC member.

w Gail Hopkins wag tn atigrslangesuad hrad

membership cards available to those wha paid
their dues previously.

Submitted byChris HammerandZCC



Can you lend a hand? Jane Nading is in need of help
to clean her pond this spring andget it ready for
summer. She igecoveringfrom neck and back
surgery and it is not possible for her to do the pond
work at this point. A small hole or crack in the liner
that is allowing water to drain needs tdbe located

and repaired. Please contact Jane Nading at
jjnading@iowatelecom.net

Lawrence and Eula Hagie Heritage Award

The lowa Natural Heritage Foundation invites you and
your members to nominate an outstanding lowa
conservationist for the 2008 Lawrence and Eula Hagie
Heritage Award. We are seeking nominees who have
demonstrated exdprdinary personal service and
commitment to improving the quality of lowa's natural
environment, while enagaging others to do the same.
Theprocesss easy, but hurighe nomination deadline is
June 2, 2008Visit Http://www.inhf.org/hagie.htm for
full detalils.

What causes algae and other Pond

Problems?

Algae, excessive aquatic plants, cloudy or murky water,
odors and even lethargic fish are all problems that pond

owners face, but what causes these problems?

Simply stated, ponds with such problems have an

ecosystem that is out of balance. This unequal balance is

generally caused by too many available nutrients in the
water and low oxygen content. Nutrients come from a
variety of organic matter that is commombund in

ponds like dead leaves, grass clippings, fish food, fish
and animal waste, dead algae and aquatic plants,
fertilizer runoff and all sorts of other organic materials.
The organic waste releases nutrients that are used by
aquatic plants like algadydrilla, duckweed and other
aguatic nuisance plants to grow and thrive. When

excessive levels of nutrients are present these plants can

grow fast and quickly take over a pond.

Normally a pond with a sufficient dissolved oxygen
level will be able to lrak down and decompose the

organic matter before it can be utilized by pond plants,
however, ponds with lower oxygen levels will be slower
to react and the organic matter will build. Eventually a
situation will occur in which the break down of the

waste Wil put sucha strain on the ponds oxygen level
that the marine life, like fish, will become negatively
impacted, due to the lack of dissolved oxygen available
to them. In extreme cases there can be such low oxygen
levels that fish kills occur.

In addifon to the dead organic materials creating a strain
on the oxygen levels, excessive outbreak of algae can
have the same effect. Normally a small amount of algae
is ok because pond plants like algae do release oxygen
back into the water. It is when algadlmeaks get
sever e, that they too
During daylight hours, algae consume carbon dioxide
from the water and release oxygen, but when night falls,
this process is reversed and the algae begin utilizing the
ponds oxygen to surv&s So when there is a large algae
population, oxygen levels can be significantly reduced in
the over night hours leading to increased algae growth
during the day.

Another byproduct of the cycle of poor organic material
breakdown is the increased preseofedors. Material

that is slow to breakdown can become anaerobic and
emit pungent and noxious gases like ammonia and
hydrogen sulfide. Again, under normal conditions where
a pond has a healthy oxygen level, the matter is digested
aerobically and no odos iproduced, but when there is

not enough oxygen to do the job, anaerobic microbes
begin digesting the waste, creating the odors.

The introduction of aerobic bacteria (microorganisms)
can be a welcome addition to most any pond
environment. Aerobic bacteriaid in the ponds ability to
efficiently remove organic matter and control the
nutrient | oad. The bacter.i
dissolved oxygen level, making it more effective at
organic matter breakdown and odor reduction. Aerobic
bacteria are alscompatible with most nechemical

pond treatments, which make it an easy addition to a
pond maintenance program. To make an analogy,
aerobic bacteria are to ponds, what soil conditioners are
to lawns. Soil conditioners added to a lawn are intended
to promot a healthy soil and enhance the color and
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thickness of the grass. A healthier grass and soil will
resist disease and weeds. Aerobic bacteria do the same
for ponds. They create an environment that is healthier
and less conducive to normal pond problems.

Make no mistake, a harmonious balance between
nutrients and oxygen is not the esltibe-all solution to

all pond problems. Certainly there are diseases and other
ailments that are started by other reasons, but having a
healthy, stable pond environment gadsng way in
preventing pond problems.

Helpful Pond Links

Jamie's Link to power point presentation on
Water Plant Divisions can be found at
http://ciwga.org/photos/divisions/homepage.htm

Details on using barley straw for algae control
http://ohioline.osu.edu/a-fact/0012.html

The Poisons, Chlorine, Chloramine, and Pollutants
By Norm Meck Koi Club of San Diego 1996
http://www.vcnet.com/koi net/finalnet.html

Trees for Problem Landscape Sites -- The Walnut
Tree: Allelopathic Effects and Tolerant Plants
Written by Virginia Cooperative Extension
http://www.ext.vt.edu/pubs/nursery/4821/430
021.html

Pump Cost Calculator - Koi Clubs USA
http://www.koiclubsusa.com/calc3.php

Total Dynamic Head Calculator
http://www.koiclubsusa.com/calc4.php

If you need help identifying your water lilies take a
look at the International Watergardeners photo
gallery at http://www.victoria-
adventure.org/waterlilies/names/names_main.html

lowa Koi Open House
lowa Koi will be celebrating the arrival apringwith

an Open House for all lowa Pond and Watergarden club

members on May 10th from4£2pm.We will have
burgers and drinks for all membensd will have a
drawingfor a Sanke valued at $20/e are located at
1055 46th Street, Des Moines, IA 515 7-2508.
Please visit our websitdttp://iakoi.comfor details
Thanks,

Rick and Julie Leonard

lowa Koi and Wategarden

Richdeer3 Pond Supplies

| will be offering a 25% discount and free shipping
on all pond plants and 10% on plant supplies.
Shipping charges will be waived on all orders
picked up at pond exchanges. Half price shipping
for items mailed to your homes. CIWGA

Members must order plants by the 8th. Plants must
be prepaid by Pay Pal, MC, Visa, or check by the
8th for the state forest nursery does not allow sales.
Top of lowa members will need to order by the
12th. 1 will be extending the 25% discount

until until May30th. CCC Members will need

to order by the 19th. | will be extending the 25%
discount until May 30th. You can see pictures of the
plants at Richdeer3 Pond Supplies click on the
aqguatic plants section. Please email me at
richdeer3@yahoo.com for a detailed price list of
these items.
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