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         Ponderings… 
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Mission Statement 

The Central Iowa Water Garden Association is a 

voluntary organization whose members are 

committed to expanding their individual and 

collective knowledge of water gardening and related 

topics. The Association's only goal is to provide the 

foundation necessary to achieve the common 

interest. 

This organization has two chapters in addition to the 

parent organization: the Top of Iowa Chapter and 

the Capital City Chapter. Members may attend and 

participate in any or all chapter activities. 

CIWGA  and CCC Joint Meeting 

PLEASE NOTE - MEETING LOCATION AND DATE 

CHANGE:  Our next meeting will be at Goode 

Greenhouses on Monday, April 14, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.  

Goode Greenhouses is located at 1050 NE 50th Ave 

Saylor Township, IA.  Rick Goode will meet with us and 

give us a tour of the greenhouse and speak on water 

features such as fountains.  We will also have Phil Gates 

from Outdoor Lighting to answer questions about any 

lighting issues.   

Top of Iowa 

The Top of Iowa Water Garden Association will meet  

Monday, April 21 at 7:00 pm.  At the Clear Lake 

downtown park in Lakeview Room behind the band 

shell. Doug Rieck from Des Moines and Ed Schroeder 

from Garner will give a program entitled "Starting Up 

Your Pond."   

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR TOP OF IOWA 

 5/19/08   Container Gardening  

6/16/08   Bees in the Garden  

7/21/08   Trimming and Caring for Roses 

8/02/08   Pond Tour 

  WƛƳ WƻǊŘŀƴΩǎ wibbiting Green Frog Report 

 L ƻŦǘŜƴ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƴȅ ƴŜǿ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ L 

plan to keep.  To that end I am offering a ride for three 

or four people from either my home or Ames to the 

Goode Green House in Des Moines on April14th at 7:00 

pm. I can be reached at home 515-432-2736 or my cell 

515-230-2928 or  jam es.l.jordan@gmail.com .   

 Let me know if you need a ride or wish to caravan from 

a designated location. I have been there several times 

and can drive there without even checking the 

directions. For those of you who have not been there 

the address is 1050 NE 50th Ave, Saylor Township.  I 

hope their cash register is not closed for the day as I 

have some things in mind. Thanks to Jamie for lining up 

this Joint meeting with the Capital City Chapter. I hope 

to see a large attendance there.   

 By the way not all frogs are green. I was able to view a 

decent sized yellow one at the Shedd Aquarium in 

Chicago last fall. I also saw a blue frog displayed by a 

Reiman Garden Intern we sponsored a few years ago. 

She displayed it at one of our regular meetings as she 

summarized her experiences to our group. I believe she 

raised her own fruit flies to feed it. 

THIS IS THE LAST NEWSLETTER THAT WILL BE 

MAILED TO UNPAID MEMBERS. RENEW NOW 
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CIWGA  MEETING  MARCH 10, 2008 

The CIWGA Meeting was held at Reiman 

Gardens on March 10, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. 

President Jim Jordan Opened the meeting by 

introducing Rick Trine from State Center. Rick presented 

the program on the construction of willow furniture.  

Willow furniture was first developed in China in the first 

century. It was made in the United States around the 

1700 ï 1800ôs. The gold rush folks started building 

willow furniture because it was cheap to make on their 

trip west. It is also called Gypsy Furniture. The Gypsyôs 

would build it, use it and then when they moved on they 

would sell it to the farmers in that area. Willow furniture 

died out in the 1930ôs. 

There are about 100 species of willows in the 

United States. There is about 300 species of willow in 

the world. The Weeping Willow that goes around this 

area is not a species that can be used for furniture. 

Weeping Willow can be used in basket making.  Black 

Willow or Batts Willow is the willow that Rick uses. 

Willow is a natural and renewal resource. The more you 

cut it, the more it grows.  This Willow after it dries down, 

maintains it bark and it doesnôt slough. Willow is easier 

to use in the winter time because it does not dry out as 

fast and it is easier to work with. 

Rick demonstrated ñwalking the willowò You literally step 

on the willow and walk the branch to bend the branch to 

the desired design. By ñwalking the willowò you are 

breaking down the fibers of the willow.  Once the fibers 

of the tree are broken down, you can bend it to do most 

anything with the branch.  

You may want to treat the furniture every two 

years if the furniture is kept outdoors. This prolongs the 

longevity of the furniture. However, if the furniture is 

protected, treatment may be not necessary. An 

inexpensive grill cover will help protect the furniture from 

the elements in the winter. Willow furniture is reasonably 

light in weight.  

There are several publications that one can obtain for 

instructions for making willow furniture. 

Following refreshments the business meeting 

was conducted. 

Jim talked about fountains of support that he has been 

working on. He contacted 16 businesses. He gave each 

business a packet with the brochures about the water 

garden club. He also included a form for each sponsor to 

fill out and return so that the business can be included in 

the list of sponsors. Jim hopes to have a completed list 

of sponsors for next monthôs newsletter. All the fountain 

sponsors will receive the newsletter each month.  

Chris Thompson talked a bit about his company 

ñJust Add Waterò. His business is relatively new in the 

Ankeny/Polk City area. His business offers landscaping, 

maintenance, opening and shutting down operations. He 

also conducts classes on various water gardening 

subjects. He will be opening a center at the Kidman Tree 

Farm, 3665 NW 98
th
 Ave. in Polk City. 

Gail Hopkins also talked a bit about her business. She 

stated he has changed vendors. She also said she will 

be offering water garden plants this year. 

Treasurerôs Report was given. The new balance 

is $5,032.73. 

NEW BUSINESS 

The date of tour is Saturday July 19
th
. It will be 

conducted in the Des Moines area. Jamie Bayer stated a 

committee will be meeting to make further plans. 

A request from Reiman Gardens regarding an 

intern for the summer at Reiman Gardens was the next 

item on the agenda.  The intern must complete a project 

at the gardens as a requirement for the job. This intern 

will be in full time outdoor horticulture. Ed Moran, 

horticulturist, will oversee this position.  Reiman Gardens 

is requesting $2,500.00 from CIWGA to help support this 

position. Last year the Association gave $1,000.00 to the 

gardens. Jamie Bayer moved that we give $1,000.00 

toward the support of the internship. Rick Trine 

seconded the motion. A question was asked whether the 

intern could help with the open house. Ed Moran did not 

think there would be a problem with that. Jim Jordan 

also stated that the intern may want to give a program to 

the group later in the year. Motion carried.  

The next meeting will be at Goodeôs 

Greenhouse with CCC on Monday, April 14, 2008 at 7 

pm.  Jim sent out e-mails in addition to the newsletter 

about tonightôs meeting. There were 16 members at the 

meeting this evening. There is a concern about the lack 

of attendance. Jim will check with the Ames newspaper 

about placing an ad to further advertise our meetings.  

The question was raised as to where the barbecue will 

be held? It was decided to hold it at the Strawberry 

Farm.  It will be held June 14
th
.  
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CAPITAL CITY CHAPTER 

The Capital City Chapter of CIWGA met at the Lions 

Club in Johnston on Wednesday, March 19, 2008.  

Jamie Beyer, Water Garden Consultant, came to speak 

to us about winterizing our ponds and opening them in 

the spring.   

Mr. Beyer started off with a discussion on winterizing 

ponds and how to help your fish survive.  He 

acknowledged this was a difficult winter and there are 

many who may have lost fish; however, the key to 

preventing the loss of fish is aeration.   He suggested 

two aerators in order to have a backup in case one fails.  

He discussed how to utilize the aerators and how best to 

maintain them in working order throughout the winter.  

There must be adequate oxygen for a healthy pond.  Mr. 

Beyer went on to have a brief discussion of pumps and 

getting them in order for the spring.  When opening a 

pond Mr. Beyer had the following advice:  Inspect the 

pond, clean the pond, start the pump, start the biological 

filters, clean the pre-filters, move fish outside if they have 

been indoors, feed the fish when the water is 50° or the 

fish start to ñbegò for food, move the plants you may 

have taken indoors, back outside, add your string algae 

controls and buy any new fish you plan to have.  He 

reminded us that fish food can be stored for longer 

periods of time in the freezer and to always quarantine 

new fish before adding them to your pond.  There was 

some discussion on cleaning sludge from the bottom of 

the pond and the use of a pond vacuum or a wet/dry 

vacuum will work.  When the pond is up and running you 

should remember to clean the mats in the skimmer 

regularly with a hose which will also help the biofalls 

mats stay clean.  There was some discussion of what 

plants might be used in the biofalls as a filtration system 

and Iris was brought up as a different possibility.  There 

was also discussion of devises that could be used to 

keep the plants in the biofalls, including, utilizing a bread 

grate and tying the plants to the grate.  There were many 

questions that Mr. Beyer so generously answered and 

good discussion to assist us in getting ready for this 

spring.  Our thanks go out to Mr. Beyer for sharing his 

evening with us.    

We had a business meeting following the presentation.  

We discussed the July 19
th
 Pond Tour and Jamie 

indicated he would be planning a pond committee 

meeting in April.  Membership cards were delivered at 

the meeting.  Anyone who did not attend and is waiting 

on their card will have their card mailed to them.  There 

will be further discussion in the fall about a donation from 

our group to an agency or organization.   

PLEASE NOTE - MEETING LOCATION AND DATE 

CHANGE:  Our next meeting will be at Goode 

Greenhouses on Monday, April 14, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.  

Goode Greenhouses is located at 1050 NE 50th Ave 

Saylor Township, IA.  Rick Goode will meet with us and 

give us a tour of the greenhouse and speak on water 

features such as fountains.  We will also have Phil Gates 

from Outdoor Lighting to answer questions about any 

lighting issues.                                                          

Respectfully submitted, Chris Hammerand, Secretary, 

Capital City Chapter - CIWGA 

New Fountain of Support 

Liquid Landscape Designers is passionate when 

it comes to creating beautiful Eco-friendly water gardens, 

ponds, streams, waterfalls, wetlands and gorgeous low 

maintenance landscapes. We begin by listening carefully 

to learn what your priorities and desires are. We will then 

walk you through our portfolio to spark your imagination. 

We will then use our design expertise to add our own 

ideas to complete you oasis. We design and build 

complete landscape plans for new commercial and 

residential construction or a renovation of an existing 

water feature and or landscape. We also do custom 

stonework, night lighting and paver patios and walks.  

We at Liquid Landscape Designers are proud to 

announce the opening of The Pond Store. The Pond 

Store and design office is located in Johnston, Iowa, with 

Renes Greenhouse. Renes Greenhouse has been family 

owned and family grown since 1968. It is Iowaôs largest 

and most complete resource for all of your pond related 

needs. From a back yard water garden, Koi pond or 

pondless waterfall, to a large constructed wetland filter 

or earth pond aeration. We have it covered. We also 

carry a complete line of Koi, shubunkins and gold fish. 

Of course we carry the food and medications for these 

beautiful creatures as well. We carry tropical and hardy 

water lilies and other pond plants. Everything that you 

would need to complete the water feature yourself. We 

carry also, such as pond kits and of course, advice to 

help you through. To complete our line, we provide the 

beneficial bacteria to keep your water feature healthy 

and looking itôs best. 

 Liquid Landscape Designers is the 

largest design and build company, water feature 

specialist in Iowa and also the first Certified Aquascape 

Contractor in the state.  We are I.C.P.I. certified. * We 

now have pond maintenance packages available.  
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Why Water Lilies?  By Ledean Paden   

 Water Lilies play an important part in your ponds 

delicate balance. This goes hand in hand with a crystal 

clear pond, which is a pond owners' goal. How does a 

Water Lily help your pond? To help control problems 

with green water, cover 60-70% of your water surface 

with water plants, and nothing covers the surface of a 

pond like a water lily. Most plants spread up to four feet, 

so you can easily cover a 15 X 15 foot pond with four 

water lilies. They provide shade for your fish on those 

hot summer days, as well as protection from four legged 

and feathered predators that are always looking for a 

free meal.  

 Now lets talk about the real reason you want 

water lilies in your pond, the flowers. Imagine each 

morning being greeted at your pond by an array of 

colorful blooms and a subtle perfume smell in the air. 

Some blooms are as big as your hand and some can be 

as small as a quarter. 

Hardy and tropical lilies need the same basic 

care. Keep them healthy and pests away by trimming 

spent blooms and tattered leaves.  Fertilize each month 

with aquatic fertilizing tablets. Regular monthly fertilizing 

will result in numerous daily blooms, skipping a month or 

two will result in fewer blooms. So mark your calendar 

and stick to a monthly fertilizing program, it's worth the 

effort.  

 How long does a bloom last? Unfortunately only 

three days, but what a wonderful 3 days. This is why it is 

important to fertilize your plants. You will always have a 

bloom to replace the one that dies. Other products that 

help your plants to bloom include Microbe-Lift Ensure 

and Microbe-Lift Bloom and Grow, both products are 

safe to use with fish. Don't worry about algae blooms 

from these products.  I have used these products for 4 

years and the only problem I have had is too many 

blooms. This water lily has been fertilized every month, 

so each day I have at least four blooms to greet me as I 

relax near my pond. 

 Koi can be a challenge with your plants. These 

fish are very interested in getting the fish food that has 

landed on the leaves. In the process they often rip the 

leaves. Always feed your fish away from your plants. An 

easy way to do this is by leaving an open area in the 

pond to feed the fish. Before long they will be waiting for 

you when you visit your pond.  

 

Did You Know? 

Koi Can Taste: They have taste buds almost 

everywhere: On their lips within their mouth cavity. Their 

fleshy barbels (2 in each corner of the mouth) bear 

numerous taste buds and are highly sensitive to touch 

Most of their bodies are covered with innumerable taste 

buds, including their fins and tail. 

Koi Can Smell: The lining of the olfactory or nasal organ 

in Koi has special sensory cells to function as smell 

receptors. 

Koi Can Blush: Koi show stress by blushing red in their 

fins and on their bodies. When they are handled in a net 

you can see the red in their fins, between the spines. 

Also when they are in a stressful environment, such as 

poor water quality, they will often show a red blush on 

their bodies under the scales. Sometimes they almost 

look like they have varicose veins. A blush is often seen 

as red in the front spines of the dorsal fin, and on the 

caudal fin. If you see this they are trying to tell you 

something is causing them stress. Take measures to 

relieve the stress or you will start to lose Koi. This is 

similar to when we blush from embarrassment or stress.  

The oldest known Koi was said to be 160 years or older. 

The average Koi weighs 5-15 lbs. The average length is 

10-30 inches. 

Female koi can lay 100,000-750,000 eggs which hatch 

in 5-7 days. Female koi reach breeding age at 3 years 

and males at 2 years. Spawning takes place in March 

through June depending on weather conditions. 

That owning fish makes you smarter? Students who are 

fish owners score the highest on both math and verbal 

SATs, with a combined score 200 points higher than 

non-pet owners. 

Helpful Pond Care Links:  

Our site is Http://www.ciwga.org                                     

Eastern Iowa Pond Society  Http://www.EIPS.org 

American Koi Association  Http://www.akca.org 

Nishikigoi Resources  Http://www.nishikigoi-info.com 

Wonderful Koi Information  Http://www.koitime.com 

Water gardeners International 

Http://www.watergardenersinternational.org  

Richdeer3 Pond Supplies ς articles and resources. 

 

http://www.ciwga.org/
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Fountains of Support 

CIWGA appreciates the support of these retailers. 

Members are asked to please respect the wishes of 

these retailers and CIWGA by following the rules. How 

the program works:  1.A 10% discount is given to all 

active CIWGA members (active members are current in 

their dues) at the listed retailers. 2. Members must 

show their current membership cards to the Fountains 

to obtain the discount. 3. Discount applies only on 

specified items - no exceptions. Retailers reserve the 

right to refuse any discount. 

Alpha Copies & Print Center, John Crawford, 2310 
Lincoln Way, Ames, 515-292-3121, 
www.alphacopies.com  
The Ark Pet Shop, 118 Hayward Avenue, Ames, 515-
292-4646 -- Monthly specials in addition to 10% 
discount 
Aqualand, 3600 6th Avenue (6th and Euclid), Des 
Moines, 515-283-0300, www.aqualandpetsplus.com -- 
10% discount. 
Central Iowa Lawn and Home Care, Inc., Jason 
Hofsommer, 2725 E. Lincolnway, Ames, 515-233-1201 -- 
We specialize in landscape design and installation, 
seeding, sod, weed control, fertilization, and clean up. 
The 10% discount may be applied to any landscape 
materials purchased from or any landscape installation. 
Des Moines Feed & Garden Shoppe, Ralph Holf, 2019 
Hubball Avenue, Des Moines, 515-262-0154 -- 10% 
discount.  
Dillon Plant Company, 2554 Dillon Road, Marshalltown, 
641-479-2632 -- Dwarf conifers, hostas, daylilies, 
Ornamental grasses. Open by appointment. 
Earl May Garden Center, 1601 S. Kellogg, Ames, 515-
232-2929 -- Everything 10% discount except for the dog 
and cat food or gift cards plus monthly in-store specials 
for an additional discount. 
Earl May Nursery and Garden Center, Rick Lamourex, 
168 South 25th Street, Ft. Dodge, 515-576-4231 
Everything 10% discount except for the dog and cat 
food or gift cards. 
Happy Acres Nursery, Mary Fisk, 2012 Hwy 9, Osage, 
641-732-5173 -- We carry a complete line of trees, 
shrubs, perennials, annuals, pond plants, pond supplies, 
fountains, statuary and gifts. We do landscaping designs 
and installation as well as maintenance. Show your card 
for 10% off pond plants and related equipment. 
 

 
 
Holub Garden & Greenhouses, Inc., 22085 580th Ave., 
Ames, 515-232-4769 -- not valid with other discounts. 
In The Country Garden & Gifts, Josh or Sue Spece, 2392 
240th St., Independence, 319-334-6593, 
www.inthecountrygardenandgifts.com or  
info@inthecountrygardenandgifts.com 
Iowa Outdoor Products, 3200 86th Street, Des Moines - 
Everything receives 10% discount. 
Just Add Water, Chris Thompson, 515-208-4099, 
Certified Aquascape Contractor. New retail store opens 
in April. Pond supplies, live plants, Spring Cleanouts, 
maintance services, installations, remodeling.  10% 
discount up to $500. 
K & K Gardens, 108 E. Wilbur St., Hawkeye, 52147, 563-
427-5373, www.kkgardens.com ς Open by 
appointment. 
Kidman Tree Farm, Mike and Renee Kidman, 3665 NW 
98th Ave., Polk City, 50226, Phone: 515-984-6946, 
www.kidmanfarms.com -- We sell Aquascape Pond 
Systems & Garden Railroad - both LGB & USA Trains. 
We will offer 10% off any G scale railroad sets or 
supplies. 
****Liquid Landscape Designers, The Pond Store,  Rob 
Pritchard,  Renes Greenhouse,  Johnson , IA  515-231-
6452τ15% off our already low prices for club members. 
Quick's Hardware Hank, 502 East 1st Street, Huxley, 
515-597-2338 -- Present your card for a 10% discount all 
regularly priced garden items. 
Richdeer3 Pond Supplies, Gail Hopkins, 641-750-3062, 
www.richdeer3pondsupplies.com, 
 Email: richdeer3@ yahoo.com ς Redeem your discount 
by entering CIWGA in the discount box on the order 
form. Layaway available for large orders.   
Skycrest Gardens, Marilyn and Tom Kenney, 243 Dave 
Circle, Ames, 515-233-1382 ς Friday noon-8 pm, Sat 9 ς 
6pm Sun noon- 5 pm. Other times available by 
appointment.  20% discount on all pond equipment till 
4-30. Live pond plants arrive in early May.  We accept 
Visa and Master Card. 
Willowglen Nursery, Lindsay Lee & E. Lee Zieke Lee, 
3512 Lost Mile Road, Decorah, 52101 ς must show card 
for 10% discount on water plants. 
Woodsmith Store Garden Center, 10320 Hickman 
Road, Des Moines, 50325, 515-254-9494 
 

 

 

http://www.inthecountrygardenandgifts.com/
http://www.richdeer3pondsupplies.com,/
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CIWGA Membership Form 

Name(s):__________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Address: 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

Phone:___________________________________ 

Email_____________________________________ 

Renewal number (if known):______   Member 

since_______   # cards_________ 

I'd like the monthly newsletter sent via (circle 

your choice) postal mail /email / both. 

Chapter: Story County ____ Capital City Chapter 

_____ Top of Iowa _____ 

Yearly dues are $25/ Family or $15/ Individual.  If 

you are starting midyear please subtract $2.10/ 

month for family or $1.25/ month individual. 

Make checks payable to CIWGA and mail to our 

Treasurer, Jill Rose, 1424 Kirkwood Ave, Jefferson, 

IA 50129 

 

 

 

 

Corner Stone Officers                                 Mail newsletter articles or suggestions to: 

Jim Jordan- President 515-432-2736         Gail Hopkins, 311 N 2
nd

 Ave, Marshalltown, IA 50158 

Anita Campbell- CCC President                 Email: richdeer3@yahoo.com  Cell: 641-750-3062 

Ed Schroeder - Top of Iowa President  

Jill & Jim Rose - Co-Treasurers 

Darla Kickbush - CIWGA Secretary 

Chad Godfrey   

Lori Peake 

Carol Scheid 

Rick & Ann Trine 

 

mailto:richdeer3@yahoo.com

