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Our next meeting will be Monday, September 8, at 7:00 PM at the Alliant 
facility in Ames.  A map is included in this newsletter.  The Board of Directors 
will meet there prior to the meeting at 6:30.  The program is Getting Your Water 
Garden/Feature Ready for Winter.  Hospitality: Kathy Hodges and Carol Scheid.
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Where has the summer gone? Kids are going back to school and here I am 
thinking that summer is just heating up. It has been hot and we all know that our 
water lilies love it. Those warmer water temperatures put the adrenaline to the 
plants, as long as they have enough food and room in the pot or substrate.

As soon as the water starts cooling our hardy water lilies will stop blooming 
but most tropical water lilies will continue to bloom -- they will have blooms on 
them right up to the first frost.  This is a good reason to have at least one or two 
of them in your pond.  

But what do you do with your plants when fall approaches or before the first 
frost?  Last year, in October, I did a program on winterizing your pond.  We had 
a great turnout and I know that most of our members want more.  Soooooo... I 
will do another program on winterizing our ponds but this time I will do it in Sep-
tember -- before any chance of frost.  There are some things that we need to be 
aware of before this or for that matter, cooler water.

Let's meet at 7:00 PM at the Alliant facility on Monday Sept. 8.  I would like 
all the Directors to meet there at 6:30 prior to the meeting.  We have to go 
through some organizational details.  The title of the program is "Getting Your 
Water Garden/Feature Ready for Winter".  Of course we will have some great 
door prizes and be finding another home for Lizzy.  

Hope to see everyone there!!

The Big Toad, Jamie
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The DM group met on Tuesday, August 26, at 
the home of Sharon and John McDonald near Nor-
walk.  It was a hot and sticky night but the 13 mem-
bers and guests present had a great time looking 
at the McDonald's elaborate pond and waterfall 
system and hearing their pond "story."  Thanks, 
John, for the cool bottles of water and your hospi-
tality.

Our next meeting will be on WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 24, at 7:00 PM at the home of Ed 
and Mary Furry at 804 SE Kensington, Ankeny.  
Please note this is not the regular meeting 
night. Jamie Beyer will be presenting a program 
for us on winterizing our ponds. (It can't be that 
time already??!!) Jamie talked to our group last 
year on this topic and it was very informative, fun, 
and we all learned a lot. We hope to have a good 
turn-out for this meeting as it will be very timely 
information for all pond-owners. If you need to call 
Ed or Mary for any reason, their number is 964-
7067.

Directions to their pond (and home) are:  from 
interstate 35 going north, take the first Ankeny exit 
which is Oralabor Rd.  Turn west, go across the 
bridge and then turn right on Delaware.  Drive 
along Delaware past Target and you will soon 
come to Kensington where you should turn left and 
go to 804.

Our October and November meetings will be at 
the ISU Extension office on the 4th Tuesdays and 
the programs are yet to be determined.  If you have 
an idea for a speaker, please email Doug Rieck at 
Polk@ciwga.org.  We hope to have election of new 
officers in November too.  If you would like to help 
in any way, also let Doug know.  We need you!
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The Top of Iowa Water Garden Association will 
meet Monday, September 15th at 7:00 at the home 
of Martin and Marilyn Monahan at 207 19th St. S.E. 
in Mason City. We will tour their water garden and 
then go to the Cerro Gordo County Extension 
Office at 2023 South Federal Ave. in Mason City 
(only a couple of blocks from the Monahans) for 
our meeting and program. 

We are very honored to have Jamie Beyer 
from Ames who is the President of the Central 
Iowa Water Garden Association come and do our 
program. He will be talking about over wintering 
your pond and answer any other questions that 
you may have concerning water gardening. If you 
have any questions about the meeting call Ed 
Schroeder at 641-923-3512.
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The CIWGA Turtle extends a big thank you to 

the following individuals and organizations that 
have helped our group:

Skycrest Garden

The Ark Pet Center

Copyworks of Ames
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You can contact me by e-mail at 
news@ciwga.org or by postal mail at CIWGA, c/o 
Lisa Harmison, 2042 South 500th Avenue, Ames, 
IA 50014. Material (written stories and photo-
graphs) sent by regular mail will be returned.  
Deadline for October issue is September 20.
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By Lisa Harmison

I know this is probably something that happens 
to all pond owners, but I think it is neat anyway.

A year ago the hole for my pond was dug.  I 
lined it and filled and put the plants in for winter, not 
really planning to do much but keep my water lilies 
and irises happy.  This spring I cleaned out the 
pond.  I also picked up some water lilies (pretty 
small ones from a plant sale).  My son and I made 
a small waterfall after I bought a pump.  The chip-
munks like the rocks we used as a hiding place.  

I also added fish, five goldfish from Greg Knop 
and one we had had.  The pond looked nice, just 
new and not real lush yet.  Water striders appeared 
out of nowhere to help reduce the mosquito popu-
lation.  I watched one catch and eat a small grass-
hopper that had accidentally jumped in the water.  
How do the water striders move from one body of 
water to another?  There are a lot of those striders. 
It would be cool to put a camera on one and see 
the world from its perspective.

In late June (during a hot weekend, as I recall), 
my daughter and I transplanted a lot of shrubs and 
perennials from our yard to around the pond to 
enhance its surroundings.  We also planted a 
bunch of annuals to fill in the bare spots.  A touch 
of mulch finished things off.  Everything looked 
great just in time for the pond to turn pea green!

It is great to have friends with ponds. Ada Mae 
Lewis shared some of her water lettuce, water hya-
cinths, and some tadpoles with me.  The surface of 
my pond was now pretty well covered.  I have no 
idea if the tadpoles survived, as it was too green to 
see them.  I don't even know if the fish are there.  
We have raccoons and herons.  I hope I made the 
pond too inaccessible for them.

A few weeks later, the pond was clear again.  
At this point, though, the pond was neglected as 
we started building our house.  I watched the lilies 
bloom from our bedroom window.  The pink just 
won't stop!  I did keep things watered but didn't 
really look at the pond.  Until last week... 

It was one of those hot days and I was pretty 
tired (building a house is hard work).  My daughter 

and I were watering 
and checking out the 
monarch caterpillars 
eating the butterfly 
flowers she had 
planted earlier.  
Then we topped of 
the pond.  We 
scared a couple 
leopard frogs, how 

fun!  I don't know when they moved in, but they are 
very welcome!  

We just stood and watched the water flow out 
the hose and over the rocks into the pond.  It 
sounded cool and refreshing on a 90-degree day.  
Isn't it neat how the hose makes little swirls that 
push the water lettuce and hyacinths across the 
pond?  Oh look!  The fish are near the surface... 1, 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, good, they are all still there!  The water 
looks really clear, I can see down quite a ways... I 
can see...  little baby fish!  What a pleasant sur-
prise!  

Yesterday I was out watering again.  While top-
ping off the pond, I saw four little ones (they are 
hard to count).  I guess the big fish are happy in the 
pond!  We have two little bullfrogs and three leop-
ard frogs.  I watched one of the leopard frogs try to 
catch a butterfly that was on some lantana.  It 
missed.  One of the bullfrogs likes to sit under the 
edge of the waterfall.

So now that summer is winding down, I have 
new fish, frogs, and water striders living in the 
pond.  Birds of all sizes stop by for a drink or a 
bath.  Dragonflies patrol overhead, butterflies flitter 
between the flowers.  They will come...
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September 15 - Top of Iowa meeting, see 
Chapter Channels for more information

September 24 - Polk County Chapter meeting, 
see Chapter Channels for more information

October 13 - CIWGA, details TBA

October 28 - Polk County Chapter meeting at 
ISU Extension Office in Des Moines, program TBA
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Ames Landscape and Nursery, 4320 Hwy 69 
South, Ames, 515-232-2840  -- 10% discount.

Ark Pet Center, 118 Hayward Avenue, Ames, 
515-292-4646  -- Monthly specials in addition to 
10% discount on everything else.

Aqualand, 3600 6th Avenue (6th and Euclid), 
Des Moines,  515-283-0300 -- 10% discount.

Dillon Plant Company, Craig Jacobson, 2554 
Dillon Road, Marshalltown, 641-479-2632 -- Dwarf 
conifers, hostas, daylilies, ornamental grasses. 
Open by appointment.

Earl May Garden Center, 1601 S. Kellogg, 
Ames, 515-232-2929 -- Everything 10% discount 
except for the dog and cat food plus monthly in-
store specials for an additional discount.

Earl May Nursery and Garden Center, Scott 
Bradham, 168 South 25th Street, Ft. Dodge, 515-
576-4231 -- 10% discount .

Escapes Water Creations, Carol and Randy 
Best, 107 E. Meadow Lane, Marshalltown, 641-
753-7750 -- M-F 9-6, Sat. 9-3, 10% discount on 
retail items, excluding custom installation and 
already discounted items.

Happy Acres Nursery, Mary Fisk, 2012 Hwy 
9, Osage, 641-732-5173 -- We carry a complete 
line of trees, shrubs, perennials, annuals, pond 
plants, pond supplies, fountains and statuary. We 
do landscaping designs and installation as well as 
maintenance.

Holub’s Garden Center, 22085 580th Ave., 
Ames, 515-232-4769 -- 10% discount not valid with 
other discounts.

Iowa Outdoor Products, 3200 86th Street, 
Des Moines -- Everything 10% discount.

K & K Gardens, 108 E. Wilbur St., Hawkeye, 
52147, 563-427-5373, www.kkgardens.com -- 
Open May through July, all members receive a 
10% discount.

The Light Perspective, Ryan Walrod, 3404 
Coy Street, #6, Ames, 515-450-1868 -- 10% dis-
count. The Light perspective offers professional 
consultation, design, and installation for landscape 
and garden lighting.

Lowes Garden Center, 120 Airport Road, 
Ames, 515-233-0404 -- All pond and landscaping 
products 10% discount.

Quick©s Hardware Hank, 502 East 1st Street 
at the Corner of Hwy 69 and 1st Str, Huxley, 515-
597-2338  -- 10% discount all garden things except 
items on sale/specials to members with card.

Skycrest Gardens, 243 Dave Circle, Ames, 
515-233-1382, Open for the season -- Almost 
everything 10% discount.

Struther©s Trees and Outdoor Store, Jodi 
Ballard, 2908 NE 94th Ave., Ankeny (1 mile east of 
I-35 exit 92), 515-964-5145 -- 10% discount.

Willowglen Nursery, Lindsay Lee & E. Lee 
Zieke Lee, 3512 Lost Mile Road, Decorah, 52101 -
- Card-carrying members have 10% discount on 
water plants.
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September is a great time to design new 
perennial gardens, dig a hole in the ground and call 
it a pond, or throw those old common daylilies out 
and plunk in new flashy perennials. 

Due to many requests and the fact we love 
meeting new gardeners, we have decided to keep 
K & K Gardens open through September! 

In return, we have chosen to offer very special 
discounts.  

Starting Wednesday, August 6th all perennials 
are 20% off.  Some select perennials are even 
50% off.

Water lilies are 25% off and all marginal and 
tropical pond plants are 50% off.

If you are interested in garden accessories, all 
copper ornaments are 50% off.  Garden statuary is 
25% off. 

Even if you aren't interested in adding more 
plants or accessories, please stop by, view the gar-
dens and say hello.  You will not believe how the 
gardens and ponds have changed since spring.  
Tropical is what most people say.  We say "our little 
paradise". 

We will be open most weekday evenings and 
weekends through September.  To be sure, feel 
free to call or email.     

Sincerely,
Keith & Kelli Kovarik and the two FAT cats!
K & K Gardens
108 East Wilbur Street
Hawkeye, Iowa 52147
563-427-5373
kkgardens@netins.net
www.kkgardens.com
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The 2003 Central Iowa Water Garden Tour 
was successful.  Reports indicate that around 400 
tickets were sold. Tekippe's and Kenn Outzen and 
Dean Koob had around 350 people visit their gar-
dens.  Expenses were held down this year mostly 
due to the free advertising that Gretchen Triplett 
did via e-mail.  Net income for the tour is $2846, 
Central Iowa Water Garden Association and the 
Story County Master Gardeners Association, will 
receive $1423 each.  

 A big thanks goes out to all who served as 
host/hostesses at the various gardens.  The tour 
can't go as smoothly without your help.  We have 
heard several comments about what great help it 
was to have you at the gardens.

Next year's tour is already in the planning.  If 
you are interested in helping with the tour, please 
let Jamie or Greg Knop know.  We are hoping to 
get an early start on the planning so things will go 
smoothly next summer.  We are planning to go 
back to the two day tour, including Des Moines 
area gardens too.
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On our website (www.ciwga.org), Guppy's Gal-
lery has a new look.  I have reformatted the page 
so it is easier (hopefully) to see the pictures.  I am 
also working on a page for winners of Lizzy.  There 
are pictures there now, but no text yet.  Let me 
know what you think (news@ciwga.org).  

Larry Arnold of Aqualand Pets, one of our 
Fountains of Support, sent me an e-mail recently.  
He has posted some pictures of some of our mem-
bers' ponds on his site, aqualandpetsplus.com.  
This site also has tons of information about fish, 
aquariums, and all sorts of interesting topics.  
There is now a link to this in our Fountains of Sup-
port and in our Puddle Jumping pages.
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Lisa Harmison

Central Iowa Water Garden Association

2042 South 500th Avenue

Ames, IA  50014


