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Our next meeting is Monday, April 14, at 7:00 pm at the Alliant Facility west
of Ames. A map is included in this newsletter. Jamie Beyer will do a live
demonstation of repotting a water lily and a lotus. Hospitality: Lori Peake, Don
Jensen, Robert and Carren Voshell.
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Do you think that spring is actually here?? The ice is gone and our
ponds are starting to wake up. Hope everybody's fish and plants made it
through the winter. Ponds with bubblers that | know of made it through in great
shape (except for one that had a hole drilled in the liner with an ice auger --
more on this at our meeting). Just keeping a hole in the ice is not enough for
ponds with a lot of fish and a high organic load. We have to circulate our ponds.
We will have a meeting this fall on this subject so stay tuned.

Now that our plants are starting to grow we need to be thinking of repot-
ting the ones that have overgrown their pots or planting pockets. That will be
the subject of our next meeting. Very timely and an important one to not miss. |
will be doing a hands on repotting of a water lily and a lotus. Several of our
members will also be on hand to assist in the demonstration. We will be show-
ing how to divide, fertilize, and pot them up the right way. We should have a
couple of divisions for door prizes. Bring your questions -- we should have a
great time playing in the dirt. The meeting will be Monday, April 14. It will start
at 7:00 PM at the Alliant facility. There will not be a Director's meeting that
night.

continued on page 2...
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...continued

Our plant exchange/sale is going to be on Sat-
urday, May 10. In the past we have had sale on an
evening in conjunction with our regular meeting
and it was tough to get both accomplished. Time
and location is still being decided on but mark your
calendar for the 10th. We will be needing your
extra plant divisions to have at the sale. Keep this
in mind when you are repotting your plants. Can©t
let any plant material go to waste!! Remember this
is one of money raisers that allows us to invite and
pay for guest speakers -- like Deb Spencer.

To compliment our plant sale we may have
some really unique plants that will not be able to
get anywhere else. We may even have some Vic-
toria water lilies there. Those are those really big
lilies (7 foot leaves) that we saw at 7B Ranch last
year. Stay tuned.

Our meeting for Monday, May 12 will be Ryan
Walrod on Landscape Lighting Around Our Ponds
and Gardens. More on this later. So, we have two
great functions lined up two days apart. It can©t get
any better than this!!

See ya at the meeting.

The Big Toad, Jamie

Jamie has a bale of barley straw from Joe Mor-
ris. He will give out free slabs at the meeting on a
first come, first served basis.

Mary Hayes of Garden Link has generously
offered to our membership free samples of Aquatic
Spikes Plant Food. She is sending the fertilizer to
me and we will be passing them out at our next two
meetings. For more information about Garden
Link, contact their website at www.gardenlink.com

We want to thank Mary for being so generous
to our members. Jamie
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Jamie opened the meeting being appreciative
of Doug Rieck©s and Ed Schroeder©s attendance
representing the Polk and Top of lowa Chapters
respectively. He mentioned that CIWGA had been
assessing $7.00 of each of these Club member-
ship dues for servicing the newsletter and other
correspondences. He invited comments or inputs
as to whether that was enough or not enough. Lisa
stated the cost of a hard copy of the newsletter
mailed was $.45 printing and postage $.37 for a
total of $.82/issue. Twelve issues a year comes to
$9.84/year.

Jamie wished not to hinder the other chapter©s
funds. Lisa recently purchased mailing labels and
by having her son print and apply them consider-
able savings over the $10.00/month for the same
would be realized. Lisa©s cost savings measures
are appreciated.

It was suggested that members be encouraged
to receive a PDF copy of the letter via email. A
sheet will be distributed to members to allow them
to indicate if this is workable for them.

Jamie asked the board®©s feeling regarding
advertising in the newsletter. It was the consensus
of the board that it would be great to allow fountain
supporters to announce special events or grand
openings in the newsletter. Board members think
this is more information than advertising. It was the
chair©s opinion that the newsletter would not be
inundated. Correspondence to the Fountains in this
regard and door prize donations will be forthcom-
ing. It was the consensus of the board to stop short
of soliciting paid advertising.

Escapes Water Creations of Marshalltown was
announced as a new fountain supporter.

Lisa notified the board of member Russell
Myer©s death on March 7, 2003.

continued on page 3...
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...continued

Jamie Beyer started the business meeting at
8:20 p.m. following an 80-minute informative and
hands on presentation by Professor Charlie
Drewes. Charlie is from the Zoology and Genetics
department at lowa State University. His presenta-
tion was about keeping critters alive and healthy in
water. He provided a handout entitled Aquaculture
Concerns for Freshwater Invertebrates. He spoke
about the following and more:

Water management including chlorine or
chloramine, thermal shock and water contamina-
tion.

Aeration - topics such as cessation, excess
agitation and circulation

Food - cautions on over feeding and changing
diets.

Biodiversity - algae eaters, scavengers. Biodi-
versity provides stability and integrity to the sys-
tem.

Organic Input - avoiding heavy input (decaying
vegetation), manure and fertilizer and silt preven-
tion.

Challenges - controlling uninvited predators
and parasites and unwelcome plant invaders, mini-
mizing sudden environmental changes, cautioning
about over managing vs. under managing.

Professor Drewes demonstrated his own
invention called a portascope for viewing pond
specimens. There were more than 20 specimens
of live critters for viewing. This man is highly moti-
vated and can be reached via the following means:

Email: cdrewes@iastate.edu

Web: http://www.zool.iastate.edu~c_drewes/

Mail: Room 638, Science Il, ISU, Ames IA
50011

Phone: 515-294-8061

Treasurer©s report: Denise reported a balance
exceeding $5,800. Plus membership money col-
lected at the meeting. She also requested that her
books be audited.

Membership: Lisa reported in Greg Knop©s
absence. There are 242 active members: 171 in
Story County, 38 in Polk County, and 34 in Top of
lowa. This represents 186 family units.

Editor©s report: Lisa suggested a sign-up sheet
be circulated for those able to receive the newslet-
ter via email. She is looking into setting up a list
serve for the membership. This would rid the prob-
lem of some computers rejecting messages
because of interpreting them as spam. This could
also serve as a discussion vehicle via computer.

Doug Rieck announced the next Polk Co.
Chapter meeting to be March 26 at 7:00 p.m. at the
ISU extension building located north of 180-35 on
NE 14th across from Bavarian Inn. Ken and Dean
will be speaking on streams and falls.

Ed Schroeder reports the next Top of lowa
meeting will be at 7:00 p.m. on March 17. The
speaker is Julie Wright and the topic is a new gar-
den proposed at the old high school site in Clear
Lake.

Jamie sensed a negative consensus by the
membership in regard to promotion of advertising
in the newsletter. The membership seemed in favor
of continuing refreshments at each meeting. Addi-
tional members signed up to provide. Jamie
announced flowers would be sent to the family of
Russell Myers who passed away on March 7.
Jamie promised an article in the next newsletter
about Koi Clay. This is an inexpensive calcium
bentonite product only needed in small quantities
to improve fish viability. A bulk quantity will be pur-
chased and will be subdivided in small amounts to
the membership. The use of a potash product to
control string algae was mentioned. Eastern lowa
pond gardeners are using it successfully. More
information will follow.

Thanks to Lisa Harmison and the Abarr©s for
the refreshments. Robert Baack and Judy Henry
were the winners of the very nice door prizes, pro-
vided by Skycrest Gardens.

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Jordan, Secretary
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We had a great turnout for our meeting last
night (the biggest we©ve had yet) but unfortunately
our speakers who were to present on waterfalls
and streams didn©t show up. We don©t know what
happened at this point - some sort of mix-up obvi-
ously. Fortunately Doug, due to him having had
lots of "pond experience” was able to give a great
impromptu talk and | heard many positive com-
ments about it from the group.

Our next meeting will be April 29th as previ-
ously scheduled but we don©t have a topic yet. The
Polk County Chapter of the CIWGA will hold its
meetings at 7:00 pm, at the ISU Extension Office,
5201 NE 14Th St., Des Moines.
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Sixteen members came to hear Julie Wright
speak about the "Central Gardens of lowa" project
when we met in the Lakeside Room at Clear Lake©s
Band Shelter on March 16th.

President Ed welcomed new members Dennis
and Jodie Lewerke before opening the meeting at
8:10 P.M. Members thanked John and Sharon
Fank and Mike Hrubes for providing refreshments.

Minutes were read and approved. Treasurer©s
report for the month of February and March was
read and approved.

Our next meeting will be at Debbie and Duane

O©Banion®©s in Osage on April 21 at 7:00 P.M. They

will provide refreshments. We will make floating
and stationary veggie filters. Duane has access to
pipes and fittings and will purchase supplies
needed prior to the meeting. It is very important
that members call Duane to let him know which
type and how many filters they wish to make that
night so the proper amount of supplies can be pre-
ordered. For more information, and to place your
order, call Duane or Debbie at 641-749-2445. Deb
and Duane live in a blue house at the T intersection
six blocks north of Casey©s General Store on Hwy
122 in Nora Springs at 14 6th St. NW.

The May meeting will be held at Happy Acres
in Osage. Mary will present a program on plants
as oxygenator.

Under old business Deb stated Mary from
Happy Acres would be glad to order water plants
for us at a group rate. Deb distributed handouts
with the number and type of water plants available.
Members are asked to bring a list of plants they
want to order to the next meeting at Deb and
Duane®©s. If you were not at the meeting, but wish a
list so that you can order plants at a reduced rate,
please call and talk to Deb or Duane. Mary asked
that her company, Happy Acres be listed as a
Fountain Supporter in the CIWGA newsletter.

Because we will be meeting at Happy Acres in
May the date for our plant and/or fish exchange
was changed. We will meet at the home of Mary
Schultz at 9:30 A.M. on the second or third Satur-
day in May (depending on when CIWGA sets their
date--traditionally the second or third Saturday in
May). Both dates will be announced at the April
meeting.

We again discussed hosting a pond tour this
year. No definite decision has been made at this
time.

New Business. Deb passed around a bro-
chure she printed and handed out when Jamie
Beyer spoke at the North lowa Fair Home Show.
Deb said it is a work in progress and asked for
members© suggestions. She is working on adding
graphics and will bring a revised copy to our next
meeting.

Mary read an e-mail from Gretchen at CIWGA
in regard to publicity. Gretchen also sent a list of
newspapers in our area. Mary, Kathy and Ed pre-
viously reviewed the list and asked members for
additional suggestions. The revised list will be sent
to Grechen who will send a publicity clip to each
paper prior to our meetings.

Our meeting was adjourned at 9:00.

Submitted by Mary Schultz, secretary
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When asked about the potential of Koi Clay
about two months ago at a presentation that | did in
Davenport, | drew a blank. I did not know anything
about the stuff but had heard the term. The Koi
enthusiasts there were very well versed on the use
of it and wanted me to know about it also. Did | get
the info and | want to share what | learned to you.

First of all it is suppose to control string algae
or blanket weed. Wow, what a claim and, if it is
true, it can be one of the best additions to an eco-
system that | can think of. Several sources have
confirmed this information so it is definitely worth a

try.

It is also suppose to supplement the pond©s
water with essential minerals and trace elements
that most of our rubber lined ponds lack. These
minerals and trace elements are needed by our koi
and goldfish to reach their maximum potential.
According to the information that | have accessed
on the internet, their colors are more intense and
they can achieve optimum health. The very best
Koi in Japan are raised in mud (clay) bottom ponds
and even the top Koi breeders add clay to their
ponds.

The leading Koi experts in the world agree that
the clay that contains the most minerals and trace
elements is bentonite/montmorillonite clay. This
stuff is mined and processed in mines around the
world. Not all are the same. There is a sodium
bentonite that is different that calcium bentonite,
which is Koi Clay. Sodium bentonite is the stuff
that is used to naturally seal ponds without the use
of rubber liner. There are problems with this seal-
ing process but it does work.

Okay, so what is the difference? Sodium ben-
tonite will swell to 20 times it©s particle size thereby
sealing a pond bottom with a gel-like mass. Cal-
cium bentonite does not swell as much but it does
have the trace minerals that is necessary for our
fish.

It is also claimed that Koi Clay will absorb tox-
ins in the water like heavy metals, free radicals and
pesticides. They are attracted to the clay©s exten-
sive surface area. This suspension will then settle

out and your mechanical filter can take it out of the
water. If you do a pond "cleaning” every so often
then it will also be removed.

You use 1 level tablespoon of Koi Clay per
1000 gallons every other day for the first two
weeks. Then on the third week only dose one or
two days per week. You can dissolve Koi Clay into
a container of pond water and pour it evenly
around the pond or make it into a mud ball and lay
it in a gently flowing stream of water so it dissolves
slowly. Some turbidity will result in the additions
but this is suppose to settle out quickly.

The minerals added are beneficial to all living
things. Not only your plants and fish but also your
bacteria and other critters in your pond. You know
how | go on about your critters. These guys are
the basis of life in your pond and when we can
improve them, then we improve the ecosystem.

You can add Koi Clay to your fish food but in
my own case | plan on not doing this. You have to
moisten the food and redry it. This complicates the
process and | prefer to keep things simple. Believe
me your fish will ingest the stuff naturally.

References to using Koi Clay almost always
refer to improving conditions for Koi but don®©t let
this deter you from using it in your goldfish ponds.
It will work equally as well for them. According the
literature on Koi Clay, you will see an improvement
in your water quality as well as the colors of your
fish within two or three weeks. Your fish will show
increased appetites and vigor.

| have to say that | am very positive on using
this stuff. 1 am going to be using it in all my ponds.
Cost is about $7 to $10 per pound. There are a lot
of tablespoons in a pound.

Now that | have everybody hyped up on the
stuff just how do we getit. | am appealing to our
Fountains of Support to add this to your inventory.
Itis sold as Koi Clay or Terra Pond.

There is a web site that sells the stuff and that
is www.bonniesplants.com/pond_supplies.htm

Any questions please contact me.

The Big Toad, Jamie
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Shortly after the last snow melted | discovered
that sometime in the previous four days the bulb in
my inner tube pond heater had gone out allowing
the hole to partially ice over. As | had been dumb
enough to put off the use of an air pump until "next
winter" the water had turned bright green and sev-
eral of my largest goldfish were taking a "surface
nap". They were kept company by an 18" Koi that a
friend had donated (without my knowledge) late
last fall. WAY too much fish for my pond.

Anyhoo, after contacting a higher, more
learned source for advice he confirmed my belief
that a air pump might save the rest of the "boys"
that were still alive. After a high speed trip to Earl
May for the biggest air pump they had | ran both air
lines through the hole in the bottom of a clay pot,
sealed them in place and sank it on it©s side in the
deep end.

After two days, the combination of air circula-
tion and warm temperatures helped almost all the
ice disburse and | started the water pump. The
addition of oxygenation from the waterfall / filter
added to the air pump returned the water to its© nor-
mal early spring quality and kept all but one more
Shubunkin from certain extinction.

Gary Craven

7X N Y7 DQNY

The CIWGA Turtle extends a big thank you to
the following individuals and organizations that
have helped our group:

Skycrest Garden
The Ark Pet Center
Copyworks of Ames
Alliant Facility
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You can contact us by e-mail at
news@ciwga.org or by postal mail at CIWGA, c/o
Lisa Harmison, 2042 South 500th Avenue, Ames,
IA 50014. Material (written stories and photo-
graphs) sent by regular mail will be returned.
Deadline for May issue is April 20.

8 SFRP LQJ ( YHQW

April 17 - "Get Excited About Water Garden-
ing", A general overview of water gardening pre-
sented by Jamie Beyer, 7 pm, Earl May Store in
Ames, handouts available.

April 21 - Top of lowa Meeting, please see
Channels for more information

April 29 - Polk Chapter Meeting, please see
Channels for more information

May 10 - CIWGA Annual Plant Sale, details
coming soon

May 12 - CIWGA Meeting, Ryan Walrod pre-
sents on lighting your garden, Ron and Shirley
Walrod’s place, Boone, more information next
newsletter

May 17 - A Day of Container Gardening Work-
shops, Reiman Gardens. Includes: butterfly con-
tainer garden by Sandy Latta, glass house
manager, Reiman Gardens; vegetable container
garden by Linda Naeve, extension coordinator,
Reiman Gardens; and container water garden by
Jamie Beyer. Attend one or all three. For more
information and registration, call Reiman Gardens
at 515-294-2710.

July 19-20 - Annual Water Garden Tour,
details TBA

March and April renewals went out. Also,
members that do not have their new member-
ship card, and that have paid their dues, please
contact Greg Knop.



) RXQWDLQVRI 6X SSRUW

You must show your current CIWGA member-
ship card to receive the discount.

Ames Landscape and Nursery, 4320 Hwy 69
South, Ames, 515-232-2840 -- 10% discount.

Ark Pet Center, 118 Hayward Avenue, Ames,
515-292-4646 -- Card-carrying members have
monthly specials in addition to 10% discount on
everything else.

Aqualand, 3600 6th Avenue (6th and Euclid),
Des Moines, 515-283-0300 -- All members receive
a 10% discount.

Dillon Plant Company, Craig Jacobson, 2554
Dillon Road, Marshalltown, 641-479-2632 -- Dwarf
conifers, hostas, daylilies, ornamental grasses.
Open by appointment.

Earl May Garden Center, 1601 S. Kellogg,
Ames, 515-232-2929 -- Everything 10% discount
except for the dog and cat food plus monthly in-
store specials for an additional discount.

Holub’s Garden Center, 22085 580th Ave.,
Ames, 515-232-4769 -- 10% discount not valid with
other discounts.

lowa Outdoor Products, 3200 86th Street,
Des Moines -- Everything 10% discount.

K & K Gardens, 108 E. Wilbur St., Hawkeye,
52147, 563-427-5373, www.kkgardens.com --
Open May through July, all members receive a
10% discount.

Lowes Garden Center, 120 Airport Road,
Ames, 515-233-0404 -- All pond and landscaping
products 10% discount.

Quick©s Hardware Hankp02 East 1st Street
at the Corner of Hwy 69 and 1st Str, Huxley, 515-
597-2338 -- 10% discount all garden things except
items on sale/specials to members with card.

Scales & Tails, Mike Roe, 518 Central Ave.,
Fort Dodge, 50501, 515-573-4911 -- 10% discount
on any pond related item.

Skycrest Gardens, 243 Dave Circle, Ames,
515-233-1382 -- Almost everything 10% discount.

Struther©s Trees and Outdoor Store2908
NE 94th Ave., Ankeny (1 mile east of I-35 exit 92),
515-964-5145 -- 10% discount.

Willowglen Nursery, Lindsay Lee and E. Lee
Zieke Lee, 3512 Lost Mile Road, Decorah, lowa
52101 -- Card-carrying members have 10% dis-
count on water plants.

Our Grand Re-Opening Open House will be
Saturday April 26th from 9-5 and Sunday April 27th
from 12-4pm. We have made some improvements
to our garden center, and want to start the season
off with a bang! (We are open prior to our open
house Mon - Fri 8-6 and Saturdays 9-5 as soon as
the weather breaks)

| have over 15 varieties of hardy and tropical
marginal plants on order, as well as several lilies,
lotus, and floaters. Hopefully it will be warm
enough by then! We also are bringing in some new
glazed pottery - perfect for container water gardens
- and several new lines of fountains, birdbaths, and
pond accessories.

If people have special requests on plant mate-
rial or questions about anything, please let me
know at GARDENCENTERJODI@AOL.COM.

Thanks again !!

Jodi Ballard

Struthers Trees and Outdoor Store

515-964-5145

Next month begins our feature stories on our
Fountains of Support. We hope these articles will
educate and encourage our members to visit the
local businesses who support our organization.

Fountain of Support businesses are encour-
aged to send us information, like the open house
announcement above, to keep our members
informed. Send your information to CIWGA c/o
Lisa Harmison, 2042 South 500th Avenue, Ames,
50014, or to news@ciwga.org.



Jamie Beyer

Central lowa Water Garden Association
269 U Avenue

Boone, IA 50036



